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Links

For more economic and demographic information
about Kane County, check out the following internet
websites:

Current Economic Data http://jobs.utah.gov/wi; click on  “State , County, and Local

Information” then Kane County

Occupational Wages http://jobs.utah.gov/wi; click on “Occupational Wage

Information”

Occupational Projections http://jobs.utah.gov/wi; click on “Occupational Outlook

Information”

Census 2000 Data http://factfinder.census.gov/

Population/Projection Data http://www.governor.state.ut.us/dea/

Construction Data http://www.business.utah.edu/BEBR/conreport.html

Sales and Tax Data http://www.tax.ex.state.ut.us/ESU/ESUHTML.HTM

Travel/Tourism Impacts http://www.dced.state.ut.us/travel/countyprofiles.html

Agricultural Census http://www.usda.gov/nass/

Income Data http://www.bea.doc.gov/bea/regional/data.htm

Poverty Data http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/saipe.html

http://wi.dws.state.ut.us/Regions/western/kane/Kane2.asp
http://wi.dws.state.ut.us/Regions/western/Cent_SW_bw.PDF
http://wi.dws.state.ut.us/Regions/western/swujo.pdf
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/BasicFactsServlet
http://www.governor.state.ut.us/dea/Projections/projections.html
http://www.business.utah.edu/BEBR/conreport.html
http://tax.utah.gov/esu/
http://dced.utah.gov/travel/researchplanning.html
http://www.usda.gov/nass/
http://www.bea.doc.gov/bea/regional/reis/
http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/saipe/stcty/estimate.html
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Summary
The national recession didn’t exactly pass Kane
County by during 2001. However, for the most
part, the county’s economic indicators were
positive. The county’s employment base
expanded moderately as did construction
values. True, joblessness edged up, but it still
remained in the elusive “full-employment” range.
The only real negative in the county’s economic
indicators came from a steep decline in gross
taxable sales.

Population
After suffering from out-migration in the 60s,
Kane County managed to typically show faster
than average population expansion. However, in
the 90s the county’s rate of growth slowed.
Between 1990 and 2000, the county’s
population grew 17 percent, placing it in the
bottom half of Utah’s counties. Still, population
growth in Kane County outpaced the nation’s
13-percent expansion. Estimates suggest that
the county actually lost residents (less than 1
percent) between 1999 and 2000. The following
year the county’s population held steady.
In the 90s, population grew fastest outside the
major townships. Kanab showed the slowest
population expansion of all—only 8 percent. But,
because it is by far the largest city in the county
it still added the most new residents (275
persons). However, the “balance of county”
grouping was nipping close on Kanab’s heels.
Orderville experienced substantial growth
between 1990 and 2000 with a 41 percent
population increase and an increase of more
than 170 new residents.

Demographics
One of the more noticeable changes over the
past decade was the increase in Kane County’s
Hispanic population. In 1990, 1.5 percent of the
county’s population was Hispanic. By 2000, that
share had increased to 2.3 percent. Still, Kane
County remains much less racially and ethnically
diverse than the state and the nation. Only 5

percent of the county’s population is nonwhite or
Hispanic compared to 31 percent nationally and
15 percent in Utah.
Over the past 10 years, Kane County has seen
a significant aging of its population. In fact,
Census data shows that 17 percent of the
county’s population is over the age of 65—up
from the 14 percent figure registered in 1990.
Moreover, this share of “seniors” measures
substantially above both the Utah (9 percent)
and U.S. (12 percent) shares.

Nevertheless, Kane County still shows a higher
percentage of the population under the age of
18 than does the nation. This population
distribution means Kane County has a small
proportion of working-age adults “supporting” its
seniors and children. Only 54 percent of the
county’s population was between the ages of 18
and 65 compared to 62 percent nationally.

As the population aged, Kane County’s
household size decreased from an average of
2.98 persons to 2.67 persons. Nevertheless,
Kane County families are more likely than Utah
or U.S. families to be headed by a married
couple. Female-headed families with children
also make up a smaller share of Kane County
families than in the state or the nation.

In terms of 2000 educational attainment, 86
percent of the county’s adults (over 25 years of
age) has graduated from high school—an
improvement from 1990, but still below the state
average. Not surprisingly for a nonurban area,
Kane County also showed a smaller share of
college graduates. However, this portion of the
adult population nearly doubled between 1990
and 2000 in Kane County.

The Labor Market
In 2001, job growth in Kane County ran at a rate
economists love to see—3.6 percent. Its not too
slow. Its not too fast. In addition, it outstripped
figures for both Utah and the United States. This
moderate rate of growth placed Kane County in
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the top third of Utah counties. Moreover, the
county appears to be rebounding from its own
dip during 1999.

However, not every industry shared in this
healthy growth. In fact, mining, construction, and
manufacturing all felt job losses related  to the
national downturn. Even trade lost employment.
In fact, only strong expansion in services and
government kept employment on the upward
track. During 2001, Kane County generated a
net increase of about 100 new jobs.

The job losses in the goods-producing industries
did take their toll in a slightly higher
unemployment rate. However, joblessness
remains low and never moved out of the “full-
employment” range. In fact, with a jobless rate of
only 3.5 percent, Kane County experienced the
second lowest unemployment in the state.

Despite and aging population, data from Census
2000 shows that Kane County’s labor force
participation increased during the 90s. This
change was probably due to a rise in the portion
of women who work outside the home. Mothers
are certainly working more. More than 60
percent of children under six have both parents
in the Kane County labor force.

Wages and Income

As in many nonurban areas, wages in Kane
County are relatively low. With an average
monthly wage of $1,643, Kane County in 2001
ranks in the bottom third of Utah’s counties. The
county’s average wage measured only 67
percent of the state average. However, over the
past decade, Kane County’s average wage has
gained substantial ground in comparison to state
wages. Just in 2001, wages increased by more
than 6 percent—well ahead of inflation.

Manufacturing is the highest-paying industry in
the county—not the case in most areas. In fact,
transportation/communications/utilities wasn’t far
behind in the wage race. But in comparison with
statewide industries, government workers’ wages
most closely approximate their Utah
counterparts. Trade showed the lowest average
wage because many trade jobs are part-time
and low-pay.

Measures of income (which includes interest
income, rental income, business income,
government payments such as Social Security
and welfare, as well as wages) show an unlikely

picture. Median family income figures rank well
below state and national averages. But in terms
of per capita personal income, Kane County
again ranks fourth in the state—and above the
state average. This undoubtedly helped push
the share of the population living in poverty to
only 8 percent—lower than both state and
national averages.

Other indicators
The value of construction permits issued in Kane
County during 2001 rose 7 percent. That’s not a
whole lot in the erratic world of construction
data, but an increase here is always positive.
The number of “dwelling units” permitted in the
county has remained relatively stable since
1994. However, keep in mind that many of these
permits are issued for cabins or buildings used
for part-time recreational living. While the value
of new home permits rose, nonresidential
construction actually declined slightly.

The gross taxable sales figures proved the only
real “downer” among Kane County’s 2001
economic indicators. Sales dropped by almost 6
percent—the first drop in almost a decade. A
broad-based decline in retail trade sales
coupled with declining services sales led to this
decrease in sales activity.

The End
While the nation churned in a relatively mild
recession, Kane County managed to increase its
job base at a moderate rate, to keep its
unemployment rate low, and to improved its
construction figures. True a few soft spots
exist—goods-producing industries have
struggled and sales are down. Nevertheless,
Kane County has made it through the national
downturn with very few problems.
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Population Growth

1990 to 2000 Population Growth by County

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

After suffering
from out-migration
during the 60s,
Kane County has
typically
experienced faster
than average
population
expansion.
However, in the
90s, Kane County’s
growth slowed.

Between 1990 and
2000, Kane
County’s
population grew
by 17 percent—
placing it in the
bottom-third of
Utah’s counties.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.
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1990-2000 Population Growth by City

Even though
Kanab’s growth
rate appeared low
between 1990 and
2000, it sill showed
the largest net
increase in
population
because of its size.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

1990-2000 Population Change by City

During the 90s,
population grew
fastest outside the
major townships. In
fact, Kanab
showed the slowest
population
expansion of all.
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2000 Population by City

With almost 3,600
residents, Kanab is
by far the largest
city in Kane County.
The next largest
town—Orderville—
shows only about
600 residents.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

2000 Population Density

With only 1.6
persons per square
mile, Kane County
is one of the least
densely populated
counties in the
state.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

2000 Population Age Distribution

In comparison to
the United States,
Kane County’s
population is much
more youth-heavy
and at the same
time, has a higher
share of retirement
age people.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

When compared to
the Utah age
distribution, Kane
County  appears
much older. The
county shows a
heavy
concentration of
residents over the
age of 45.

2000 Population Age Distribution
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

The percentage of
Kane County’s
population over the
age of 65 registers
substantially higher
than that of the
state or the nation.

2000 Population over 65

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

Both the state of
Utah and Kane
County have a high
share of young
people and
children compared
to the national
average.

2000 Population under 18

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

With a higher than
average share of
“seniors” and young
people, Kane
County’s share of
“working-age”
population (18 to 65
years old) is much
smaller than both
the Utah and U.S.
figures.

2000 Working Age Population
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

Kane County’s
population is less
diverse than either
Utah’s or the
nation’s. In 2000,
only 5 percent of
the population was
Hispanic or
Nonwhite.

2000 Nonwhite or Hispanic Population

Kane County Race/Ethnic Distribution

In the decade of
the 90s, the most
eye-catching
change in the
county’s race/ethnic
distribution was the
substantial growth
in Kane County’s
Hispanic
population.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

NOTE: For Census 2000, the U.S. Census Bureau changed the way it collected
race and ethnic information. Respondents were able to check as many racial
groups as applied and also to indicate “other.”
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

Between 1990 and
2000, Kane
County’s
household size
decreased from
2.98 persons to
2.67 persons.

2000 Average Persons per Household

* As a percent of total families.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

Kane County
families are more
likely to have a
married couple at
their head than the
state or national
averages.

2000 Married Couple Families*

* With children under 18 as a percent of total families.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

Kane County also
showed a
noticeably smaller
percentage of
female-headed
families with
children under 18
years of age.

2000 Female-Headed Families with Children*
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Kane County’s
share of high
school graduates
increased
between 1990 and
2000 and registers
significantly higher
than the national
average.

2000 With at Least a High School Diploma*

* Population 25 years and older.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

The share of
individuals with a
college degree
almost doubled in
Kane County
between 1990 and
2000.

2000 With at Least a Bachelor’s Degree*

* Population 25 years and older.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau.
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Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Annual Growth in Nonfarm Jobs

Kane County
typically follows the
general trend of
Utah and U.S. job
growth—with
higher peaks and
valleys.  However, it
departed from the
larger-economy
trend starting in
2000 when job
growth rates
rebounded.

*Preliminary data.
Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Annual 2001* Growth in Nonfarm Jobs

With 3.6 percent
nonfarm job
growth, Kane
County was
among the faster-
growing counties
during 2001. In
fact, Kane County’s
moderate growth
is probably
preferable to
some of the more
spectacular
employment
expansion.
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*Preliminary data.
Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

2000-2001* Nonfarm Job Percent Change

Despite a
moderate 4-
percent rate of
nonfarm job
growth in 2001,
goods-producing
industries felt the
effects of the
national downturn
with declining
employment levels.

Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

1st Quarter 2001 Kane Firms by Size

In Kane County,
more than half the
firms have fewer
than five
employees.
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*Preliminary data.
Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

2000-2001* Nonfarm Job Growth by Industry

Kane County
created about 100
net new jobs in the
year 2001. Services
and government
added most of
these new
positions. On the
other hand, trade
lost a significant
number of jobs in
2001.

Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

1st Qtr 2001 Kane Jobs by Firm Size

Large companies
with 250 or more
employees account
for more almost 30
percent of total
employment in
Kane County.
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Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services.

2001 Nonfarm Jobs Distribution by Industry

Trade, government
and services
dominate Kane
County’s economy.
Manufacturing also
plays a larger role
than in most
nonurban counties.

Source: Utah Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget.

2000 Hachman Index by County

Kane County’s
economy is
relatively diverse
according to the
Hachman Index.
This index
compares industrial
diversity in one
area and another.
The closer the index
to 100, the closer
the county is to the
industrial profile of
the United. States.
A strong
manufacturing
presence in Kane
County contributes
to its industrial
diversity.

Kane County
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Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services.

2001 Industrial Job Distribution

With the exception
of a few industries,
Kane County’s
industrial
distribution
appears similar to
the state average.
Government is
more important in
Kane County, and
TCPU and FIRE are
less important.

Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services.

Services has
experienced  a
dramatic increase
in employment
share in Kane
County since 1990.
However,
manufacturing
and government
have become less
important sources
of employment.

Kane County Industrial Job Distribution
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Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services.

Annual Unemployment Rates

Although Kane
County displayed a
higher-than-
average
unemployment rate
during most of the
80s and 90s, in
2001, the county’s
jobless rate
measured below
both state and
national averages.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

Departing from
Utah’s typical
pattern, more and
more workers are
finding agriculture
their prime source
of employment.

Kane County Farm Operators
by Major Occupation
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Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services.

While the national
recession nudged
most jobless rates
up, Kane
experienced the
second lowest rate
in the state.

2001 Unemployment Rates by County
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Labor Force Participation Rates

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

The share of Kane
County’s population
in the labor force is
smaller than both
the state and
national averages.
However, it rose
slightly from the
1990 Census figure.

Female Labor Force Participation Rates

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

The percentage of
women in the Kane
County labor force
is up from 1990.
Currently, it
measures just
under the U.S. rate,
but far below the
Utah figure.
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Children under Six with
Both Parents in Labor Force

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

A large share of
Kane County’s
children under age
six have both
parents in the labor
force.

Mean Travel Time to Work

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

Kane County
workers spend an
average of three
more minutes
commuting to work
than they did in
1990. Fortunately,
Kane County
commuters spend
roughly seven
fewer minutes
going to work than
the average
American.



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services.

Largest Kane County Employers

32    Kane County

First Quarter 2002

Company Type of Industry Employment
Kane County School District Public Education 200-299
Best Friends Animal Sanctuary Animall Services 200-299

Kane County Hospital Healthcare 100-199
Aramark Sports & Entertainment Resorts 100-199

Stampin’ Up Stamp Manufacturing 50-99
Federal Government Federal Government 50-99
State of Utah State Government 50-99
Kane County Local Government 50-99
Honey IGA Supercenter Grocery Store 50-99
Glazier’s Food Town Food Store 50-99

Thunderbird Restaurant /Motel Restaurant/Lodging 25-49
Kanab City Local Government 25-49
Coral Cliffs Development Lodging 25-49
McDonald’s Fast Food Restaurant 25-49
Shilo Inn Lodging 25-49
Houston’s Trails End, Inc Restaurant 25-49



Wage and
Income
Profile
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Note: Inflation adjusted wages reflect the rate of inflation as measured by the
Consumer Price Index, 1982-83=100
Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services.

Kane County Average Monthly Wage

At $1,643, Kane
County’s average
monthly nonfarm
wage rose more
than 6 percent
between 2000 and
2001. Moreover,
wages grew faster
than inflation.

Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services.

Kane County Average Monthly Wage as a
Percent of State

Kane County’s
average wage
measured only 67
percent of the state
average. However,
over the past
decade; Kane
County’s average
wage has gained
substantial ground
in comparison to
state wages.
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Kane County 2001
Average Monthly Wage by Industry

Manufacturing is
the highest-paying
industry in Kane
County. Trade has
the lowest average
wage due in part
to the many part-
time jobs in this
industry.

Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services.

Kane County 2001 Average Monthly Wage
as a Percent of State

All major Kane
County industries
show substantially
lower average
wages than the
state. Government
wages most
closely
approximate the
state average.

Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services.
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* Preliminary
Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services.

Kane County’s
average monthly
nonfarm wage
registers in the
bottom third of a
ranking of Utah
counties.

2001* Average Monthly Wage by County

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

Despite lower than
average wages,
Kane County’s
poverty rate
registers below
both state and
national averages.

1999 Poverty Rates for People of All Ages
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Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis.

Despite lower
rankings in other
wage and income
areas, Kane
County shows a
higher-than-
average standing
for per capita
personal income.

2000 Per Capita Personal Income by County

Not surprisingly,
Kane County’s
median family
income measures
below state and
national averages.
However, Utah’s
figure registers
higher than the
U.S. number.

1999 Median Family Income

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.
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Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis.

2000 Personal Income by Source

A much larger
share of personal
income is derived
from transfer
payments (such as
Social Security) in
Kane County than
in Utah.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Kane County 1999 Family Income

Less than 10
percent of Kane
County families
made more than
$75,000 during
1999.
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Kane County Residential
Building Permit Valuation

The value of
residential
permitting in Kane
County trended up
through the several
years. However,
1997 remains the
peak year for
home-building in
the county.

Source: University of Utah, Bureau of Economic and Business Research.

Kane County-Permitted Dwelling Units

The number of
dwelling units
permitted in Kane
County in each year
since 1994 has
remained
remarkably steady.

Source: University of Utah, Bureau of Economic and Business Research.

Millions of $
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2001  Kane County-Permitted
Dwelling Units by Community

The majority of
home-building in
Kane County is
occurring  outside
of the larger
townships.

Source: University of Utah, Bureau of Economic and Business Research.

2001 Kane County Percent Change in
Dwelling Unit Permits

Kanab experienced
a resurgence in
home-building
during 2001.

Source: University of Utah, Bureau of Economic and Business Research.
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Kane County Nonresidential
Building Permit Valuation

Nonresidential
construction
remains relatively
slow and nowhere
near the stand-out
years of 1996 and
1997.

Source: University of Utah, Bureau of Economic and Business Research.

Growth in Kane County
Gross Taxable Sales

After moderate
expansion in the
late 90s, Kane
County‘s gross
taxable sales
declined by almost
6 percent.

Source: Utah State Tax Commission.



Kane County 2001 Gross Taxable Sales in
Retail Trade Industry

During 2000, food
stores showed the
strongest sales in
the Kane County
retail trade sector.

Source: Utah State Tax Commission.
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Kane County 2001 Gross Taxable Sales in
Services Industry

Sales in
amusement and
recreation services
play a huge role in
Kane County’s
gross taxable sales
picture.

Source: Utah State Tax Commission.
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All our publications, and other information, are available on our
website:

http://jobs.utah.gov/wi

Equal Opportunity Employment
Program

Auxiliary aids and services are available
upon request to individuals with
disabilities. Call (801) 526-9240.

Individuals with speech and/or hearing
impairments may call the state relay at

1-800-346-4128

The mission of the Utah Department of Workforce Services is to provide
quality, accessible, and comprehensive employment-related and supportive

services responsive to the needs of employers, job seekers, and the
community.

This is a web-only publication.  If a hard copy is desired,
please print one from the following website:

http://jobs.utah.gov/wi

Click on “State, County, and Local Information” then “Kane County”
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